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Reproduced from the Carenage Revitalization 2016 by DHM Design - U.S.A.

Harbor Wharf Road New Library Plaza Refurbished National Library

New Pedestrian Plaza in 
Front of National Library Shade Trees Along East Side of Library
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The section above shows a proposed typical edge condition that introduces a continuous 
raised planter condition that will help buffer storm surge and moderate sea level rise. 
Gumbo limbo trees will provide shade for pedestrians, making a more inviting and pleasant 
walkable zone. A new boardwalk extends the pedestrian zone out into the harbor by 1.5m, 
while preserving the existing functionality of the quay.
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“A 
Heritage Conservation Zone is an area with special 
historical, architectural and/ or natural characteristics 
deemed necessary to be safe-guarded or enhanced 
for present and future generations. The Town of St. 
George holds a combination of architectural and his-

toric characteristics which have prompted the inventory and 
compilation of a list of its merits – a process called “listing”.

“The declaration of a conservation zone can initiate positive 
activities such as; Pedestrianisation of street or traffic free 
areas. Improvement of general infrastructure, the introduc-
tion and improvement of areas, the installation and imple-
mentation of street furniture, better lighting, seating, litter 
bins and an enhanced tourism product.”

“These benefits are clearly seen in Antigua, Dominica, St. 
Lucia and Curacao, where the decision to conserve heritage 
has had positive effect.”

The statement above was published in the print media by the 
Physical Planning Unit (PPU) on August 9, 2007, as a result of 
a meeting convened by the Willie Redhead Foundation and 
other heritage stakeholders with the Prime Minister on Dec. 
13, 2006, at which a brochure prepared by the Foundation 
titled: A City on a Hill – Vision of the Town of St. George 
was circulated. At the end of the meeting the Prime Minister 
recommended that a committee be formed to implement 
the above proposals and that a report from the committee 
be sent to him for consideration.

The main task of the committee was to identity heritage 

buildings and sites within the Conservation Zones for res-
toration, in order to enact legislation to conserve, enhance 
and upgrade the Capital City of  St. George.

The committee never functioned. Twelve (12) years later 
the situation continues to deteriorate. It is the hope of the 
Foundation that the recent regional proposal to make St. 
Georges the first Climate Smart and Resilient City in the 
(Eastern) Caribbean will be an integral part of this initiative. 
Time is not on our side – BETTER LATE THAN NEVER.

Heritage Conservation Zones with 
Greening Areas as an Examplier of 
a Caribbean Climate Resilient Town
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Proposed Heritage 
Conservation Zone
(Green Space)
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1  “Bay Town”:  
Represented on the map by the colour RED. This zone 
comprises of the oldest commercial section of the town 
originally known as Bay Town, situated on the water front 
along Melville Street. Melville Street was traditionally 
called Water Street. This zone may logically be the selector 
for rehabilitation and gentrification, because development 
work has begun resulting in some improvement in streets’ 
pavements

2  Church Street:
Represented by the colour GREEN. This zone 
comprises of three (3) of the predominant 
traditional churches, also it contains some 
noteworthy domestic and professional build-
ings such as York House.

3  The Carenage:
Represented by the colour PINK. It was the chief ship-
ping port on the island and traditionally contained many 
merchant houses.

4  National Museum & Fort 
George:
Represented by the colour DARK BLUE. It is core his-
torical district of the town. Traditionally all government 
buildings were located in this area such as the ordinance 
houses and the jail. This area is primarily government land 
and already there are some development plans for cultural 
and historic activities.

5  Zone 5:
Represented by the colour LIGHT BLUE. This area is ap-
proximately 30 acres including Mount Wheldale, Prime 
Minister’s Residence and the Governor General’s Resi-
dence (destroyed by Hurricane Ivan 2004). Throughout 
history the area evolved into the government’s adminis-
trative compound.

Historic Zones Within 
The Conservation Area:
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Proposed Heritage Conservation Zone
Historic Zones within the Conservation Area



The Pride of Our Waterfront Heritage

32

A
t Independence in 1974, the sovereign state of Grenada 
inherited a Market Square, as obtained in all well de-
signed cities around the world. At that time the square 
was like an open-air theatre, a civic and public symbol 
of a dynamic citizenry with a cenotaph and 

functioning Wallace fountain. It is said that only 
two such fountains now exist – one in Grenada 
and the other in France where they were man-
ufactured during the French colonial period in 
Grenada.

The Square, up to about 1960, was the venue 
for political meetings, cultural and religious ex-
pressions and has since 1791 been declared and 
designated a “public space”, where Grenadians 
of all walks of life gathered and created history. 
Its rich historic background goes back to the 
days of slavery when our African forefathers 
were bought and sold, tortured and executed. 
This gave the area an aura of sacramentality 
which is now disrespected and reflects a deficit 
in our Grenadian consciousness.

The Square began to deteriorate due to the lack of mainte-
nance, as our post independence leaders showed little regard 
for its historic significance. The fountain was first to go, and 
was rescued by Dr. Alister Hughes and his-wife- Cynthia who 
had it repaired, and has since been relocated at the Alliance 

Restoration of the Market Square

The Market Square, St. George’s - Circa 1980s
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Alternative Design Proposal - View from Halifax Street

Market Square

Norris Mitchell Associates - Charted Architects - Town Planners
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Aerial of Market Square - Circa 2018
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Francaise compound in the Villa, where 
it now stands; while the Cenotaph has 
been placed in what now remains of the 
Botanical Garden in Tanteen.

When the repair and renovation of the 
Square was announced about 2012, it 
was a veritable “shanty town” of huts, 
made of decayed plywood, with can-
vas and corroded glavanised roofs. The 
public therefore waited for its comple-
tion, which commenced in 2015. When 
at last the barricade was removed and 
the end product presented to the public 
it was to their utter dismay and disap-
pointment, as the open public space 
was now filled with little red roofed 
concrete boxes, making it a complete 
vendors “mall” which has now (2018) 
deteriorated into a home for drug push-
ers and petty thieves.

The Willie Redhead Foundation is seri-
ously advocating a RESTORATION of 
the Square and converting it back to its 
original function as a “PUBLIC SPACE” 
for Grenadians. To this effect a design 
proposal is submitted for consideration 
by a new dispensation who would be in-
terested in returning St. George’s to its 
original status as “a monument of the 
wider Caribbean”. In this regard a new 
location in an upgraded St. George’s 
will have to be provided for the vendors, 
who now ply their wares in the Square 
and thus  have made the surrounding 
streets and sidewalks into a traffic and 
pedestrian nightmare.

Summary:

Restoration points for urgent 
consideration:

• Demolish all non-conforming 
structures within the square 

• Improve drainage and sanitary 
facilities

• Relocate “Wallace Fountain” to its 
original position

• New restored open space to be 
landscaped 

• Historic buildings around the 
square to be maintained, in order 
to restore ambience to the down-
town area

• Restoration of the Historic Market 
buildings, especially the Town Hall 
building 

• Repaving of open space, with pav-
iors and street furniture, for public 
assembly and relaxation 

• Relocation of the Cenotaph

• Reorganise traffic and parking 
around the square

2018 photo of the Market Square 


